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Runners to raise money for
prosthetic legs for boy, two

THE life of a two-vear-old boy
who lost both his legs to men-
ingitis could be transformed by
a huge fund-raising event.

Archie Barton, whose family
was originally from Looe, was
less than 18 months old when
he was diagnosed with men-
ingitis B

The severe septicasmia that
followed ravaged his body, lead
ing to the amputation of his
leps.

Now  Lions”  Club  fund-
raisers from South East Corn
wall are holding the RBake Lake
Hun at Trerulefoot next month
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to raise money to buy state-of-
the-art prosthetic legs for Arch-
e

His grandfather, Ken Gosling
from Liskeard, said it was im-
portant to raise awareness of
the condition,

Ken, 69, said of Archie: “He
was in intensive care for six
wieeKs where he lost his legs
and part of his fingers but he
survived and he's strong.

“He was then moved to Fren-
chay Hospital where he had a
series of skin grafls.

*“The big thing with men-
ingitis is speed - the quicker it
can be diagnosed, the more
chance there is of saving limbs
and saving lives.”

As Archie grows up, he will
need acontinual supply of pros-
thetic legs.

Those available on the NHS
have limited function and al-
ternatives could cost $12,0HH)
every few months, which Arch-
ie's parents Nicky and Murray
say they simply cannot atford

It b5 hoped that funds raised
from the run will be used to buy
state-of-the-art prosthetic legs
which will improve Archie's
quality of Life.

Peter Andrew, from Liskeard
Lions' Club, sald: “We heard
about Archie's story and we
simply want to do as much as
we possibly ean for him.

“When we first heard about
Archie's story, we gave his fam
iy E500 straightaway and then
decided on a big fund-raising
event for him.”

The six-mile run on May 138
starts at 10am and is open to

people of all ages and abilities.
Competitors can also walk
around the course or follow a
1.5-mile route.

Entry is E1.50 for children
under junior school age and £3
for children over junior schonl
age and adulis.

Hat food and drinks will be
available at the start/Tinlsh.

@ Members of Archie's fam-
ily are running the Plymouth
Half Marathon on May 25 to
raise funds for him

For more information or to
make a  donation, g0 io
wwwarchiesstorycouk



